
              
     

 

 

Five Points SAY Soccer Return to Competition Guidelines – for 
member districts, coaches, players, referees, volunteers, and 
spectators– Fall 2020 

Overview  

 Five Points SAY Soccer is committed to providing a safe youth recreational soccer experience in 
several communities of Adams, Brown, Clermont, Clinton, and Highland Counties.  With our league 
competitions for Fall 2020, we will be modifying our typical practice and game day protocols based on 
the most recent guidelines from the Ohio Department of Health.  We understand that this will not 
prevent the spread of all communicable diseases during our season, but it will help reduce the risk of 
spreading these diseases among our players, volunteers, referees, and spectators. 

This document will provide highlights and organizational specific requirements for practices and 
games.  References will provide links to the specific documents from the Ohio Board of Health.  The 
following sections will be grouped by the responsible party in the organization.  When a ‘district’ is 
mentioned that refers to the local SAY soccer board of the respective local town/city/village that is 
hosting practices and/or games.  

 

Facilities / Venue 

All district fields must follow the Mandatory requirements per Responsible Restart Ohio – Sports Venues 

 Spectator pathways, 
 Signage and Education, 
 Facial Covering, 
 Cleaning and hygiene, 
 Handling sick/symptomatic people, 
 Flexibility and accountability, 
 Concessions. 
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Highlights 

- Signage will be posted visibly for all spectators and volunteers for notification of 
mandatory face coverings and 6 feet social distancing. 

- Signage will be posted for all spectators, volunteers and players, making them aware 
that ‘if you are sick, stay home’.  This message should be communicated to families 
through their coaches and district boards on a regular basis. 

- Districts will provide hand washing / sanitation stations during games and practices. 
- Clear entry and exit markings for spectators (painted arrow on ground or signage). 
- Concessions may only sell and serve pre-packaged food and beverages.  Open air food 

preparation is not allowed. 
- Any person with symptoms consistent with COVID-19 should be advised to return home 

or taken to a dedicated isolation area. 
- All volunteers and spectators must wear face coverings.  Exceptions are noted in the 

linked Ohio Health Department document. 
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Field Management and Layout – Five Points SAY specific 

- Playing fields will be laid out to maximize distance in between fields to provide social distancing 
of spectators.   

- Games will be scheduled to have 30 minutes in between games to allow for cleaning and 
team/spectator clearance at the fields and in the parking lots.  Teams may not arrive at the 
playing field while the prior game is in session or while the teams are leaving.  The earliest a 
team can take the field is 20 minutes before game time to warm up. 

- Teams will be placed on opposite sides of the playing field on the sidelines.  Spectators will be 
sitting on the same side as their respective teams. 

- Spectator seating will be on the same side as their respective teams.  Spectator seating will be 
set up as marked boxes that are a minimum 4 feet by 6 feet layout that is oriented a minimum 
of 6 ft off the playing field.  These boxes will be spaced 6 feet apart and if space allows, a second 
offset row (spaced 6 feet away) can also be set up to allow more seating.  This will allow for 
about 3 – 4 spectators per player.  See examples below. 

Example field layout #1 

 

Example spectator sideline spacing and layout 

 



 

Example field layout #2– Each team is set aside space at the half line on opposite sides of the field.  
Spectators are allowed seating on each side of their team. 

 



Districts/Clubs, Teams and Volunteers (coaches/trainers) 

All coaches, players, team volunteers, and spectators must follow the Mandatory requirements of 
Responsible Restart Ohio – Youth, Collegiate, Amateur, Club and Professional Sports: 

 Players, Coaches, Athletic Trainers, and Officials; 
 Spectators; 
 Practice/Games/Tournaments; 
 Equipment; 
 Travel; 
 Suspected and Confirmed Cases. 

Highlights 

- Coaches must wear face coverings to and from the field. 
- Spectators must wear face coverings to and from the field. 
- Officials must wear face coverings when not actively on the field during game play. 
- Players over the age of 10 must wear a face covering to and from the field and when on the 

bench not actively playing or recovering from play.  This does not apply to age divisions u-10, u-
8, and u-6. 

- Social distancing must be maintained by anyone not in active gameplay on the field. 
- A CDC approved disinfectant cleaning solution will be provided by the host district to clean all 

community equipment after gameplay.  Examples – benches, soccer balls. 
o After a game ends, each coach will spray down the bench they used. 

- After the game ends, all teams and spectators must leave the field immediately.  Coaches are 
encouraged to be the last to leave to clean your bench and encourage any others to exit the 
field for your team. 

o Any post game handshakes, high fives with the opposing team should not occur.  An 
alternative would be to have your team (and spectators) give the other team an 
encouraging cheer or nice round of applause. 

o Any post game team chats should be brief by the coaches.  I would encourage coaches 
to take a few notes to discuss with the team at the next practice. 

Tournaments 

- Five Points tournament games will operate in the same manner as modified league games until 
additional governmental orders are issued that would warrant a change. 
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Suspected and Confirmed Cases 

What if… 

ONE OF OUR PLAYERS, COACHES OR REFEREES TESTS POSITIVE FOR COVID-19, IS BELIEVED TO BEEN 
EXPOSED TO OR IS SHOWING SYMPTOMS OF COVID-19? 

- Please follow instructions at the SAY Soccer Covid-19 reference site 

 

References 

- ODH – 8/19/2020 - Director’s Order that Provides Mandatory Requirements for Youth, 
Collegiate, Amateur, Club and Professional Sports 
 

- Responsible RestartOhio - Youth, Collegiate, Amateur, Club and Professional Sports 
 

- Responsible Restart Ohio – Sports Venues 
 

- SAY Soccer COVID-19 Guidelines and Resources 
 

- Face covering exemptions and utilization (2) A - P – 7/23/2020 Ohio Department of Health Order 
 

  



Addendum 1 

Coach’s Game Day Checklist and Best Practices 

Equipment 

- Ball bag  
- Face covering 
- Hand sanitizer 
- First aid kit 

Paperwork 

- Roster 
- Referee Fees 
- Concussion certificate 
- Emergency medical forms 

Game day timeline 

Pre-game 

- Arrive at your field parking lot 30 – 40 minutes before the game. 
- Check with parents on your players’ health.  If they are sick, do not have them come to the field. 
- Check your field to see if it is cleared from the prior game of all players, coaches, and spectators. 
- If your field is clear, you may arrive at your field no sooner than 20 minutes before game time 

while using your face covering. 
- Warm up your team, check in your team with the referees. 

Kick off! 

- Subs are on the bench, distanced and with face coverings (u-12 and u-14 only). 
- Coaches are still wearing face coverings. 

Post-game 

- Brief team chat and have the team pick up their trash. 
- Once the team leaves and the bench is clear, sanitize the bench and any ball you may have used 

with the district provided solution. 
- Scan the field for anyone from your team/spectators that may be congregated and not leaving 

the fields and encourage a quick exit. 
- Take some game notes for discussion at practice. 
- Head home. 



Spectator’s Game Day Checklist and Best Practices 

Equipment 

- Chair 
- Face covering 
- Umbrella or sunscreen (or both) 

 

Game day timeline 

Pre-game 

- If you are sick, do not come to the game. 
- If you are a player parent - arrive at your field parking lot 30 – 40 minutes before the game. 
- The coach will check in with you on your player’s health – if they are sick, do not have them 

come to the field. 
- If the previous game has cleared - 20 minutes before game time, walk from your vehicle to your 

game field with your face covering. 
- Find a spot in a designated spectator area on the same side of the field as your team’s bench. 

Kick off! 

- Spectators are still wearing face coverings. 

Post-game 

- Give a nice cheer or applause for the teams that played. 
- Pack up and head to your vehicle as soon as possible.  The next game cannot start until all teams 

and spectators have left the field. 
- Head home. 

  



Referee’s Game Day Checklist and Best Practices 

Equipment 

- Whistle 
- Cards (yellow and red) 
- Pen and paper or game card 
- Timekeeping device 
- Coin 
- Face covering 

Game day timeline 

Pre-game 

- If you are sick, do not come to the game.  Contact your referee coordinator as soon as possible. 
- Arrive at the field about 30 minutes prior to the game, wear your face covering. 
- When teams arrive, check in teams with provided roster, collect ref fees.  Face covering is on. 
- Bring captains on to field, with social distancing. Your face covering is still on. 

 

Kick off! 

- Face covering can come off for game play officiating. 
- There should be 1 minute in between quarters and 5 minutes for halftime.  Wear your face 

covering for half time. 

Post-game 

- Tell the teams and coaches good game without handshakes or contact. 
- Face covering must be worn in between games and when leaving the field for the day. 

  


